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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments, filed 06/01/2006, with respect to the rejection(s) of 
claim(s) 1 ,3 and 4 under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) have been fully considered and are 
persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further 
consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of US Pat. Pub. No. 
2003/0212841 to Lin. In the current set of claims, applicant incorporates the subject 
matter of the original claim 2 into the original claim 1. Claim 2 has been cancelled. 

Drawings 

2. The drawings were received on 06/01/2006. These drawings are acceptable. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and vy^as published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1,3 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by US 
Pat. Pub. No. 2003/0212841 to Lin. 

5. Per claim 1 , Lin discloses a communication control device (Fig, 2, element 30 is 
a multifunction USB device that facilitates transfer of data between two other devices) 
that controls data communication between a host computer (Fig, 2, element 100a) and 
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a peripheral device (Fig. 2, element 100b; Paragraph 20, lines 20-29 disclose element 
100b can be a flash memory stick or another host for host-to-host communications. 
Both are peripherals with respect to host computer, element 100a), comprising: first 
buffer memory that stores data to be sent to the host computer (Fig. 2, element 34; 
Paragraph 20, lines 1 1-14 disclose ports are connected through FIFOs, elements 34 
and 38)\ second buffer memory that stores data outputted from the peripheral device 
(Fig. 2, element 38; Paragraph 20, lines 11-14), and a control unit that transfers the data 
stored in the second buffer memory to the first buffer memory (Fig. 2, element 42, 
control circuit governs the communication between FIFOs based on operational mode), 
when receiving a transmission approval command of approving data transmission from 
the peripheral device to the host computer (Fig. 2, element 40, detection circuit sends 
approval to control circuit when devices are connected to port elements 32 and 36; 
Paragraph 20, . . The detection circuit 40 senses how many ports are connected to 
powered USB components, i.e., USB hosts such as personal computers. . .and 
communicating this information to the control circuit 42"), wherein the first buffer 
memory and the second buffer memory are FIFO buffers (clearly labeled in Fig. 2, 
elements 34 and 38). 

6. Per claim 3, Lin discloses claim 1 , wherein the second buffer memory is a multi- 
stage FIFO buffer (FIFOS have multiple data elements, queuing at least two data 
elements, and therefore are by definition, multi-staged). 

7. Per claim 4, Lin discloses claim 1 , wherein the data communication is performed 
using a USB line (Fig. 3 shows communications over a USB cable/specification). 
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Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Patents and patent related publications are cited in the Notice of 
References Cited (Form PTO-892) attached to this action to further show the state of 
the art with respect to transferring data from one buffer to another. 

o US Pat. No. 6,640,269 to Stewart discloses two buffers (Fig. 2A, element 216 

and 218), wherein data from one buffer is copied to another via a buffer copier 

(Fig. 2B, element 254), 
o US Pat. No. 6,813,674 to Velasco et al. discloses a host having a buffer (Fig. 31, 

element 405) whose data is transferred to a target buffer (Fig. 31, element 406). 
o US Pat. No. 7,007,139 to Noyle discloses data that is copied from one buffer to 

another (Fig. 7). 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alan S. Chen whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4143. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9am-5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kim N. Huynh can be reached on 571-272-4147. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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